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The Karimeh Abbud
Photography Award
Exhibition 2017
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In its second year, the Karimeh Abbud Photography Award Exhibition explores the theme
of ‘place’ and its meaning for us today. This theme is present in the photographs of Karimeh
Abbud as she documented the various urban and rural landscapes in pre-1948 Palestine. Her
photographs expose the rich cultural life in Palestine pre 1948 in rural as well as modern urban
space.

We are showcasing in this exhibition a spectrum of works that explore the theme of ‘place’ (al-
makan) through documentary, conceptual and surreal photography. The exhibition explores
how our concept of ‘place’- or space is continuously changing with time and our interpretation
of itis also changing, based on the realities and contexts we live in. Each photograph showcased
here has its own story with the theme explored this year. Each photograph is telling of the
relationship between the persons we see in the photographs and the places -space- they
occupy. From the conceptual work of Ala’ Attoun’s ‘Womb’, showing his relationship with the
place he lives in, to Mahmoud al-Kurd’s surreal composition of the young girl with her doll
house standing, out of place and out of time, in front of a destroyed home in al-Shuja’ya in
Gaza. While Elias Halabi in ‘Khalil Shokeh, the Guide’ creates a wonderfully lit composition of
a man, holding a book and standing behind broken glass signifying the connection between
a place gone by and the person preserving its memory. With the documentary photograph
of Zenab Odeh, the place is the backdrop to a family sitting on a blanket having a picnic in al-
Zaytouna neighborhood in Gaza.

We are extremely honored to be presenting you with this exhibition and we extend our
gratitude to all the artists who made this possible.

Mahasen Nasser-Eldin - Exhibition & Award Curator
18/12/2017
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Ala’ was born in Jerusalem in 1994. He received his
BA degree in Contemporary Arts from Dar al-Kalima
University College of Arts and Culture. Ala’ focuses
on performance art, painting and photography. He
participated in numerous group exhibitions. His
work was featured in the Imago Mundi Palestinian
Collection, which was part of the Arts and Resistance
Conference organized at Dar al-Kalima in 2016.
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Work Title: Womb
Nominated for the award
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Born in Jerusalem in 1996, Assem studies fine arts
and documentary film in Jerusalem. Cinema is his
second world. It is a tool he uses to express himself
regarding issues that interest him and subjects that
affect his society.
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Assem Attoun
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Work Title: The slave and her son
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Elias is an artist and a photographer from Bethlehem.
He focuses in his art on social and cultural issues.
His photographs have been exhibited in solo and
group exhibitions locally and in Italy, Poland, France,
Spain, Holland, Germany, the UK and the US. He is
the recipient of the Vettor Giusti United Nations
World Tourism Organization Poster Award in 2011.
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Elias Halabi
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Work Title: Khalil Shokeh, the guide
Nominated for the award
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Essa was born in Kufr Kanna in the lower Galilee
in 1984. He is a visual artist who employs different
art mediums in his work including, photography,
videography and installation art. He works with
concepts of identity and collective memory.

Essa Grayeb
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Work Title: Stranger inside
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Ibrahim is from Bethlehem. He is currently studying
film production at Dar al-Kalima University College
of Arts and Culture. He is interested in exploring
magical realism through his work. Ibrahim aspires
to pursue an MA degree in cinematography after he
completes his BA degree.
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Ibrahim Handal
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Work Title: Sleep
Nominated for the award
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Born in Hebron, Ibrahim studies tourism at Dar al-
Kalima University College of Arts and Culture. He
is very much interested in photography and he
has enrolled himself in numerous photography
workshops to develop his skill. He is interested in
urban and rural landscapes and he participated in a
number of photography competitions.

Ibrahim Muhtaseb
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Work Title: The old city - Hebron
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Ismail is a Palestinian artist from al-Nussairat
refugee camp. He is interested in conceptual art. His
photography captures daily life in Gaza. His art works
have been exhibited locally and internationally.
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Ismail Al-Rozzi
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Work Title: Secure
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Lana was born in Gaza. She studied cinematography
at Syracuse University in the US where she received
her MFA. She directed a number of films that
have been screened locally and internationally.
She focuses in her work on estrangement and the
challenges of refugee life.

Lana Hijazi
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Work Title: The massacre of dreams
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Mahmoud was born in Jabalya refugee camp in 1992.
He received his BA degree in English Literature from
al-Azhar University in Gaza. He loved the world of
photography at a young age and it was his source
of inspiration. At the beginning it was enough from
him to watch this world from far until he became
part and parcel of it. The harsh reality surrounding
him spurred his motivation to create something
meaningful that would be part of history.
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Mahmoud al-Kurd
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Work Title: The most beautiful memories are those of a place
Nominated for the award
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Mohammad is a Palestinian artist from Beit Sahour.
He focuses in his work on human rights. He is
interested in photography, video and performance
arts. He graduated from Dar al-Kalima University
College of Arts and Culture in 2017. He participated
in a number of exhibitions locally and in the U.S.

Mohammad Mostafa
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Work Title: Existence




golaldl g lgaad yguarldl (ST Jlaa ™1 5 ya1 Cewyd -t Con dcade (e O gamd
23S 55 . Lga Chad Suade O y9a IS (oo Jlandt 10 2 Lgh ylge Srygla . J 9%
-pglaine g Gl (e LA pygual

Najwan is from Bethlehem. She studied business
administration but photography has always been
her first passion and interest. She enrolled in a
number of photography workshops to develop her
skill. She focuses in her work on people and their
surroundings.
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Najqu Alshweiki
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Work Title: The memory of salt
Nominated for the award
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Nihaya is a Palestinian artist who was born in Jordan
to a Palestinian father and a Lebanese mother. She
received her BA in contemporary arts from Dar al-
Kalima University College of Arts and Culture. She
created several art works in drawing, photography
and videography. She is interested in women’s issues
and existentialism.
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Nihaya al-Haj
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Work Title: The last place
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Nurin was born in 1995. She is currently studying film
production, specializing in cinematography at Dar al-
Kalima University College of Arts and Culture. Since
she was a young girl Nurin’s dream was to become a
cinematographer whose work would trigger change
in society. She is an adamant believer in voluntary
work and she is part of Power Youth Group. Nurin
documents Palestinian cultural life through her work
with Power.
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Nurin Kaoud
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Work Title: A little of her is a lot
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Ola was born in Nablus in 1992. She has great
interest in art. She is an architect. Ola chose this
profession because it combines art and math. She
shaped her skill in photography though a number of
workshops that she has enrolled in. She focuses in
her photography on the aesthetics of places.

Ola Masaeed
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Work Title: Light until the angle
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Rajawas borninJerusalemin1991. She lives in Halhul.
Raja received her associate degree in art education
from Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts and
Culture last year. Currently she is pursing her BA
degree at Dar al-Kalima in contemporary arts. Her
art work was exhibited in a number of exhibitions
locally and it includes art installation, performance
art and painting.
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Raja Barbarawi
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Work Title: The soul of the place
Nominated for the award
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Rami was born in Beit Sahour in 1985. He enrolled
in the 6 October University in Cairo to study
cinematography for TV and cinema. While in Cairo
he worked on a TV series featuring star actors.
After returning to Palestine, he worked as head of
camera department at various TV networks. Rami
teaches visual arts and conducts workshops in
photography and montage. In 2016 he opened his
ownh photography studio.
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Rami Rishmawi
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Work Title: The chains of a place
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Salah was born in Jerusalem in 1992. He lives in the
village of Battir. He graduated from Dar al-Kalima
University College of Arts and Culture with an
associate degree in documentary film production.
Currently heis pursuing his BA at Dar al-Kalimain film
production. Salah directed a few short documentary
films and he made a short fiction titled “Classic
Burko’ ”
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Salah Abuneama
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Work Title: Out of frame
Nominated for the award
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Waseem was born in Shufat refugee camp in 1995.
He studied documentary film production at Dar al-
Kalima University College of Arts and Culture. Life
in the refugee camp has been a focus in his work. He
currently works as an independent photographer.
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Waseem Ali
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Work Title: Selfie
Nominated for the award
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Wisam is a photo-journalist with 8 years experience
in the field. He works with APAimages and FLASH90
news agencies. He also worked with Watan News
as camera person and video editor. He holds an
associate degree in media technology from the
Palestine Technical College.
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Wisam Hashlamoun
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Work Title: Students suffering
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Zenab is a photo-journalist born in Gaza. She received an MA
degree in Arab studies from al-Quds University. She participated
in numerous photography workshops. Her photographs are
exhibited in group and solo exhibitions and her pervious two
participations were in “Dream of life” about Palestinian children
and “Through their eyes”, which showcased the works of
women photographers from Gaza. Zenab received a number of
awards for her work, including the MIFA- Moscow International
Photography Award.
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Zenab Oudeh
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Work Title: Our existence grants us our freedom
Nominated for the award
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Eline is the Artistic Director at Darat al Funun- The Khalid Shoman
Foundation in Amman since 2012. Previously, she worked as an
independent curator and researcher. Her curatorial role at Darat
al Funun covers exhibitions, publications, talks, and its fellowship
and residency programs. In 2013, she worked with Adriano
Pedrosa, curator of Darat al Funun’s 25th anniversary exhibition
HIWAR | Conversations in Amman. She is co-editor of the book
Arab Art Histories - The Khalid Shoman Collection (2013). In 2017
she curated the first comprehensive exhibition of photographs
from the archive of Karimeh Abbud.
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Johny is a Palestinian visual artist, born in Jerusalem in 1985.
Currently, he lives and works in Bethlehem. In 2010, Johny
graduated from the Aarhus Fine Arts Academy in Denmark.
After earning his degree he moved back to Palestine. Since then,
Johny has worked on numerous art projects. He is interested
in landscapes and he employs mainly painting and drawing in
his artwork. His paintings were exhibited in various local and
international art shows, including solo exhibitions in Denmark,
Sweden and the US. He is a lecturer in art history and painting at
Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts and Culture.
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Johny Andonia
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Majdi is a Palestinian Canadian filmmaker, born in Kuwait. He
studied film at the Cairo Film Institute and received a master’s
degree in film production from Concordia University in Montreal.
He currently lives between Montreal and Haifa and works as
an assistant professor in fiction filmmaking at Dar al-Kalima
University College of Arts & Culture. He is writing his second
feature film “Momentum”. His films tell stories that grow out
of the existential situation of individuals living in a world that
excludes them. The focus is on their alienation, their desire to
communicate, and their search for solace as they confront
political or social forces.
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Tamara is an independent photographer, born to Iragi parents
in the UAE and raised in Montreal, Canada. Her work explores
the complexity and idiosyncrasy of minority communities that
are often subjected to stereotyping and underrepresentation
interchangeably. Her work also touches on ideas of masculinity
and self- representation. Tamara’s work has been published in
The New York Times, The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal and
more. She has exhibited her photos in the UAE, Lebanon, Kuwait,
France, the UK, Sweden, Spain, Hungary, Canada and the US. She
is a founding member of RAWIYA Collective, a photography co-
operative of female photographers in the Middle East.
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Tamara Abdul Hadi
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Valerie was born in Saint Etienne in 1964. She studied
anthropology before enrolling in the National School of
Photography in Arles. Now a photographer and filmmaker,
she is part of that generation of French artists that has moved
away from the great humanist tradition without completely
rejecting its fundamental concerns. Her photographs and
films draw as much on contemporary art and creative
documentary as on anthropology and sociology. In their
combined portrayal of people in motion and buildings, they
explore physical presence in cities and ways of living in space.
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